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Advice to a Souldier, | 


IN TWO 


LET TERS 


VVritten to an Officer in 
The Late Engliſh Army, . 
VV hen the War with France 
WAS EXPECTED: | 
AND ONE TO 


A Commander in the Fleer, 
IN THE LAST 


DUTCH WAR: 


Proper to be Expoſed at the Preſent Time while the 
PEACE OF 


CHRISTENDOM 


_ (I[notthe Liberty of it ) ſeems to 
vezy Shozt-Lived, 


LONDON, 


Peinted by Johs Shadd, for John Gay, at the Flying-Horle 
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LETTER 


A Doung Gentleman, 


Who by the Mediation of Great Friends, 


Had Obreined the Grant of a 


CONSIDERABLE COMMAND 


In the Engliſh Army which 


Was raiſed to afſhiſt the D#tch and their Confederates 
AGAINST THE | 


Prevailing Power 
FRANCE; 


the Year, 1678. 
My Dear Friend, 


Do highly approve the reſolution you have taken, to 
ſerve His Majeſty in the Wars, it any happen, it being. 
3 Duty which every good Subyett owes him ; eſpecially, 
the Gentry, who deriye alltheir ſtreams of: Honour fron 


that Original Fountain; But it may poſſibly ſeem ſtrang%- 
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that while all the reſt of your Friends are Congratulating 
your good Fortune, inthe preferment profef*d you, I only 
1hew my ſelf diſſatisfied ; I will aſur@®you I am fo tar from 
envying your promotion, that no Man living does more 
heartily deſire it then my ſelf; It is reality oft my Friend- 
ſhip makes me jealous, that preferment is arrived at your 
Port, before you are ready, before you are fit for it : Ir 15 
no {mall or trivial matter which he” undertakes who re- 
ceives a Commithon from the King, how light ſoever you 
' andother young Gentlemen think of it, and I ſhould not 

be worthy any place in your efteem, 1fI did not deal m 
candidly and plainly with you. And in the firſt place I will 
tell you, He cannot be a fit Man to Command, who knows not 
the duty of thoſe that are to obey him. 

I doubt not but you have read Books relating to War, 
and may underſtand ſomething of the Theory ot it, -but all 
the a in the Univerſe, will not enablea Man to per- 
form well, the meaneſt of the Mechanick Arts; We uſual- 
ly allow ſeven years Experience for atteining the $kill to 
make Shooes, &c. and do you believe that the Military 
Science ( upon the ſucceſs whereof depends the ſafety or 
. the ruine, the ſtanding or falling of Towns, and Citadells, 
Kingdoms and Empires, ) 1s to be learned a midit the ſoft- 
neſſes an4 eaſe of Courts, and rich Cities, and repoſing on 
the laps of Ladys, ? or by the imperfect Ideas of a Battle, 
and a Seige repreſentedin a Play ? or at beſt by a little ſu- 
perficial reading of Commentaries ? No, the Art of War 
15 to be attained by other Methods and means more ſtudi- 
ous, more laborious, more manly :_ and if you accept of a 
Command at this time, *tis odds that you neither efficati- 
ouſly ſerve the King, nor your ſelf; not the King, for the 
obtaining preferments by favour, without merit, is the greateſt 
&[couragement in the World, to Men of low Fortunes and 
high ſpirits, and ſuch in times of danger, are the uſefulleſt Mex 
in a Conmon-wealth ; who having ſerved many years in the 

ST Wars, 


3 

Wars, and made themſelves capable of the greatelt Of- 
ces, ſhall all on the ſudden find themſelves defeated, by 
{uch young GentlemeA\ as you ; Although 1t you-come,to 
ſpeedy aftion, you muſt neceſſarily be baffled, and. diſap- 
int His Majelties Service, orelfe owe your ſucceſs whol- 
y to chance, for which none but fools will commend you: 
You cannot ſerve your felt, becauſe the main thing you aim 
atis Honour : Now you muſt know, they lye under 4 wul- 
gar Error, who think that to have a great Office or great Title, 
#5 [ufficient to make a Man Honourable, True Honour does not 
o much conſiſt in poſſeſſing great Offices, or great Titles, as in 
the uſing thoſe great Titles and diſcharging thoſe great Offices 
fo, as Te Prince may be well and faithfully ſerved, and the 

publick good advanced and promoted, | 
Whach can never be done by one who wants Experience, 
unleſs as I faid before ; it be by chance, or by the diſcreeter 
menage of the under Officers. I will add further, that what 
miſcarriage ſoever happens under you, will be imputed 
right or wrong, to your want of conduCt, and the credit 
ot all the yes | ſervice you do, ſhall be carryed away by 
thoſe of your Officers who have more skill, even then when 
they donot deſerve it. Wherefore my: advice-is, if you 
would ſerve your Prince and your Country, as becomes a 
good Subject and a Gentleman, if you would bring an addi- 
tion of Honour to yout ſelf and Family ; Jet your "advance- 
ment be the reward, rather then the Obligation of your merit. 
Content your ſelf for a time, to ſerve as a private Gentle- 
man, a Voluntier, and you will ftinde, that one years expe- 
rience in time of Attion, will inſtru&t you better then 
Tweaty Years reading without it. It has bv always my 
manner to expreſs my minde freely, and fo I do now, 


when Iaſlure you 'Iam, 
Tour Faithfull Friend, 
London Aug. 20th. 
1678. 
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-A Second Letter to the ſame young Gentleman, after he had 
. Received his Commiſſion, wherein i thiefly Diſcourſed the 
Morall Part of MILIT ARY DISCIPLINE, 


My Dear Friend, 

T ſeems before my Letter came to your hands, you had 

received the Commiſion, from which I was too late 
endeaveurins todifiwade you ; The wiſeſt Men do many 
things in chel Lives, which they are ſorry for when done, 
but canrot unde without greater diſadvantage : This AQ 
of yaursThook on tobe one'of thoſe ; Tt was the deſire of 
Hondbur made you take a Commiſſion, and though now. 
you wiſh it had been deferr'd till another time ; yet ſince 
you have put your hand to the Plow, you muſt not look 
back, you -cannot lay it down without ſhame, without 
diſparagement. Therefore I will give you ſuch General ad- 
vice asI can; for particular or prattical you know I donot 
pretend to. 

- It will be impoſlible for you at firſt, to conceal your un- 
Skilfulneſs in Arms, from your Men, and therefore all at- 
tempts of that Nature, will be fruitleſs and ridiculous ; 
Wherefore it will be your beſt way to own it, to ſuch-of 
your Officersas are ingenious, and do not think it any dif- 
paragement to learn of your Inferiours. It is no ſhame not to 
know that which one has not had the opportunity of Learning : 
but it is ſcandalous to profeſs knowledge and remain ignor ant. 

In regard your Experience in Martial Matters is green, 
as well as your Years, it will be needfull that you uſe all 
the helps you can, to make ſome amends for that defe&. 

" And firſt, T would haveyou get intimately acquainted 
with ſome of the beſt of our Engliſh Officers, eciatly 
ſome of thoſe who have beeneither on the ſide of Fraxce, 
or Holland,or both Engaged in the prefent War of Cbriffes. 
at ; and by a frequent converſe with them; and by your 

own 
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own heedfull Obſervation, you may the ſooner make+#' 
good improvement of your time ; And you would do welt 
to get your {elf provided with ſome of the beſt Books, de- 
{cribing the modern way of Military Diſcipline, for Books 
are great aſſiſtances to choſe who every day compare their 
ingand practice, : 

When you have made a choice of perſons -with-whorm 
you intend tobe intimate, be carefull you 'are not by any 
of them drawn into private or particular quarrells ; And i 
any {uch accident happens in your preſence between -others 
endeavour what you can to compole,not widen the breach: 
Ifthe difference grow ſo high, that nothiug leſs then a-Du- 
el, can'reconcile the feud in point of Honour, make them 
{ſenſible what a ſhame it is for Men of true merit, to receive 
the Laws of Honour from faint Efteminates, the HeCtors 
and Hufts ofthe Town, who poſſeſs none themſelves, but 
what they are indebted for, to their Schools of Honour and 
Morality, the 'Play-Houſes ;-Ask with what- Juſtice they 


canexpetrthe Kings pay, or hope'for his-favour or his par= 
don, while they thewuch 00 of him and his LOS; 
and harzard their Livesinaquartel, deſtructive to his ſer- 


SI 
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the Enemy, by diminiſhing our ſtrength, and making fa- 
Ctions 1n our own party ; let them alone by themſelves to 
deſtroy one another, tor tis pitty they ſhould live, and *tis 
pitty they ſhould dye, by any worthyer hands then thoſe 
of the Hang-man or their own. 

If you would ever arrive at greater preferment then you 
have, or deferve that which His Majeſty has already be- 
ſtow?d,; you muſt be beholden for it chiefly to the valour 
and o#i&ion of your Souldiers ; therefore endeavour what 
you canto get them their pay in due ſeaſon ; and ifthat can- 
not be done, at leaſt let them ſee that it 1s not. your fault ; 
obſerye and abhor the example of ſome others who detain 
the Souldiers -Wages, the price of their blood, and throw 
itaway on thetyrn ofa Dye, or fpend it profuſely on their 
pride and their Luſts. | 

Deſpiſe all baſe ways of enriching your ſelf, either by 
* cheating the King with falſe Muſters, or defraucing or ab- 
bridging your Men any part. of their due-; ſuch prattices 
have been the vans pu, ron a good Cauſe, and are fo 
far more worthy a Gallows, then common Robberies, by: 


not in 
as you are the head, 
> Trunk, the 
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the People born, and bredup in lets plentituli Countrys; 
You muſt make it a-principal part ot your endeavgdurs; to 
have them ſufficiently provided, and when tpon any-aCti- 
on, your under Officers orother, have deſerved well, you 
ought to uſe your interelt to get them cncouraged and pro- 
moted,. 
A good Commander will uſe: is Souldiers, juſt as a 
good Father uſes his Children ; and he who governs other- 
wiſe, through Covetouſneſs, Negligence, Pride, or TIll- 
nature, ſhall never get any great Honour himſelf, nor ever 
doany-ſervice conliderable, for his King or Country. 

- Butthough I-would have you love your Men well, be- 
canſe yow'cando nothing without them, I would not have 


you ſpoil them with over much kindnels. It isthe wife drſpen- © 


ſing of rewards, and Puniſhments which keeps the World in go0d 
Order. © 'T hey never had their buſizeſs well done, who through 
-an'exceſs of goodneſs, 'reward mean ſervices too highly t' 'or pu- 
wiſh great miſcarriages too lightly. Therefore as. you muſt 
take care of the Back, and the Belly, the Pay and Proviſion 
of your Souldiers, ſo you ought to be: very ſevere in your 


Diſcipline : The two former will you. the Love of | 


; Men, - the later their fear, and all mixt together, pro- 
duce compleat Obedience. Or, toexprels it better in the 


Marſhal phraſe; Pay well, and hang well, makes a good Soul. ' 


der. 
The frequent Company of Women, and the tippling 


S r, rendring him ſoft and effeminate, laſy,” and fick- 
: 


4quors, debilitate both” the minde; and body 'of 'a 


Iys unapt and for Heroick exploits. Reſtrain there- 


eas much as may be, the debaucheries of your Men, and _. 


be carefull torefrain your own, and take this along- with 
[you(fora General Rule ; That, when you teach your Men to 
ive innveent,Cyou dd at the ſame time make them valiant. 
To thee youmay with greater facility eTeCt ſo goo | .1 
Deſgay 'you-ought to-be- always attended with a goo. 
C1 B Chaplain ; 


(8) 
Chaplain; And ifI were worthy to adviſe your General, 
I would beg him to be. as carefull in the choice of his Cha 
lains, as his Captains. Nay, I would adventure to. ſay 
they are as neceſſary : and many times have done, and 
M2 a,2in, a5 largely contribute towards the obtaining 
happy laccetfes. And now there is as great an occaſion for 
able Divines in our Army and Navy, as. ever there was, 
tince Exglazd profeſſed Chriſtianity. For the Fopps of this 
Age. under the notion of Wits, endeavour to Buffoon Religi- 
01 ont of Countenance ; talk Blaſphemy and Atheiſm, 1n com- 
mon Diſcourſe, ſpeak Treaſon againſt the Majeſty of Heaven, 
( a crime which no Prince upon Farth will endure, at an eaſier 
rate then mortal puniſhment. ) And fo while nothing is al- 
low*d for faſhionable wit, which is not Atheiſtical; or pro- 
phane, or impudently immodeſt ; the young Gentry ( 
of that fooliſh humour call'd witty ) areina fair way to be 
debauched. For what ſhall reſtrain their exorbitancies, who 
have learned to deſpiſe the ſupernal Power ? ) and by their 
ill example, a door is ſet wide open, to let in among the 
vulgar, all the lewdneſſes and immoralities in the World. 
Therefore you ſhould chooſe for a Chaplain, a man re- 
ferved in his Life, rave 11n his deportment, fixed/.m his 
principles, and faithfull to his Prince ; one that will not be 
abaſhed when fools deride him ; one that will not be afraid 
toexhort and reprove, as occaſion requires ; One that is 
patient enough toendure {corn and reproach, and bold e- 
nough to oppoſe himſelf againſt the:greateſt Torrent of im- 
piety. And then you ought.to ſhew him reſpeR, as un- 
to the MR of God, and to ſee that the Marſhall Laws 
relating to Religion, and good Order, be put in. Executi- 
on ; which truly of late have been juſt ſo obſerved, as if 
they had becn-purpoſely made to be broken. If you begin 
the good example, you ſhall hardly need to compel your 
Men to follow : They will be aſhamed to be vicious, if their 
Comman ler be virtuous.; Andſbame is a more effettual way 
#0 
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ro reform Vice, then pecuniary penalties, or corporal pains. 

By this means the lives of many Men will bz faved, who 
otherwiſe to ſupport their vices, negleCt their dary, com- 
mit Thefts, and Robberies, and Rapes, andthe like ; and 
bring themſelves under the laſh of Martial! Law, great 
puniſhments and ignominious Deaths, ” 

You ſhould be as frequent and regular, at your publick 
der try as time and your atJairs will permit ; eſpectally 
neglect 1t not before a Battle, or other great undertaking, 
For Prayer by a ſtrange and ſecret influence, ( which none ca/2 
zell but they who aſe it ,) brings from Heaven new Life, and wi- 
gour, and courage, to the moſt weak and timerous. 

And now Ihave happened to ſpeak of courage that ne- 
ceſlary qualification in a Souldier, I will give you my opi- 
mon what it is, and whence it uſually ariles. 

Courage is either ACtive, or Paſhive, and both are as 
uſefull for a Souldier as a Sword and a Target. Attive is 
that which does prompt and excite a Man, to the under- 
taking and attempting great and hazzardous Enterprizes. 
And paſſive is a certain even temper and. frame of minde, 
which dangerous accidents cannot diſcompole, or divert 
from his intended purpoſe. On the contrary, fear amazes 
and diſtraQts, and diſappoints the wiſeſt Councells, and 
moſt deliberate Deſigns ; hurrying Mea into the danger 
they think to avoid, or into greater ; as the Hart in the 
Fable, toeſcape the Doggs, ſought ſhelter in the Lyons 
Den ; ſo it commonly happens in Battles, that thole Men 


- are kill'd in flight, who by keeping the Field might have 


won the victory ; and *tis frequent for a Coward who runs 
away from a Sword, to ſtumble upon a halter. 
Inconſiderate raſÞneſs, is by ſome Men calPd- couraz-2, 
when it produces the.like effect, but is intruth no better 
then madneſs, an{ I intend only to {peak of that coura-: 
which is the product of reaſon. | 
True courage ſprings from a contempt of Death, or 43 opia*: 
B 2 013 
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0 that one ſhall not dye. Contempt of Death ariſes from a 
confidence in Gods Mercy, or a conſideration of Honour, 
or both. Confidence in Gods Mercy will naturally grow 
as the fruit and effe& of a good and virtuous Life, and rhoſe 
Fei be oral of nothing, mho are and who believe ther:- 
vi-de7 t0. ſacred Proteftion of Almrnhty God. And 


- 


2 Honcur ( cr the thirſt after Publick Fame for- well 


©0122 ) 1S added, I rthink there is all which is neceſſary to 
1m2kea man truly couragious. Honour by it ſelf, (I mean 
a great Title, or publick applauſe ) is but an empty Name, 
( not valued by wiſe Men fave only when it comes as the 
juſt reward ot virtue, the fruit of worthy performances ) 
an] the apprehenſion of Death and Damnation, are two 
weighty * ry when nothing but that empty Name 1s 
pur 1n the ballance againſt them ; Now there are but a few 
Atheiſts in the World ſo through paced, as to have totally ex- 
tingurſhed the fears of a future being'; however they may 
boaſt of it when no danger ſeems to be near them-: I have 
{ren ſome of thoſe Gallants, whotalk nothing but Honour 
in the middle of a Sea-Fight, look as ſilly as Sheep, and 
ineak themſelves behind the Main-Maſt. 

But the far greater Number of thoſe who go to''the 
Wars, are per{wadetd they ſhall not be kilFd, and: that'o: 
pinion is the cauſe of their courage, which having a founda- 
tion ſo ljable to uncertainty, 1s eaſily overtur'd by alittle 
adverſe fortune : For when the Battle grows hot, when 
Death preſents it felf in diverſity of ſhapes ; when one 
loolesa Leg, and another both his' Arms, and a- third is 
ſhot off in the middle : When Men and Horſes confuſedly 
come tumbling down together, and a Mans beſt friends ly 
bleeding by his fide, then that confidence which was 
vroandleis vaniſhes of it's own accord, an4 quickly follows 
diiorder and rout, and down right running away. 

No Man can promiſe himſelf before a Fattle, r he ſhall 
ve aliveafterwards,and every prudent man ſhould be provided, 
nf 


"OO I CY dts en. 4d A442 YR we 


(11) 
not only for that which muſt, but as near 4s 'one 1041, for that 
which may happen. I mean every prudent Man ſhould thine 
It may be his turn to be kilPd as ſoon as another; and there- 
fore ſhould endeavour before hand to keep himſelf tron all 
horrid, flagicious enormous crimes, fuchas hinder one in 
times of greateſt danger, from asking or hopeing for Gods 
Mercy; and make a valiant Man turn Coward. 

I have inſiſted the more on this-particular, becauſe we 


you a5 eminent for your my as your Native- bravery, - 
and let one'add reputation to the | 
the Jews, _— Aﬀricun- 4mon the-Romans,and-Kirng 


Zfe7y the Fifth among the”E | were /ifothelpzimes, 
ha moſt Pibus, and*moft <p1 ©Geizralsoin' the 
ortd, +; han 


It is very convenient; TthinkI may ſay. neceflary, that 
your Men be poſſeſſed with the Juftice-oÞthe- Caute they 
Fight for: Ler thefly be told by Your Chaplain this truth, 
that they are doing Gotls worſs' by endeavouring toreſtore 
thoſe to right who ſuffer wrong, to bring'an- Univerſal 
Peace to Chriſtendom, and preſerve itfrom- falling into the 
ſlavery, wherewith at this time it ſeems to be threatned, 
to put an end to that'Blbod and-flanghtery ruine-andiceva- 
farion, * which it has fot ſeveral Years paſt, ſuffered under. 

You may alſo do well at convenient times, 'to xelare to 
your Officers and Men, the great things their-Anceſtors - 
formerly 


(12) 

formerly performed in Fraxce, and be ſtirring them up to 
alike Emulation : But Icannot by any means approve of 
their policy, who perſwade their Men to Ceſpiſe their Ene- 
mies ; Inſtead of that, I would have you let them know, 
thatthey are not now to Fight againſt Frazce, lulPd a ſleep 
by a long Peace, and drown'd in the pleaſures of eaſe and 
ilene's ; but againit Fraxce awakened, grown watchfull 
& wile, again{t Ven whom a long War has made Martiall, 
and raught tobe as good Souldiers, perhaps as are in the 
World, and againlt Men who have taken the ſtrongeſt 
Townsin C —_ with greater facility, and defended 
them with greater obſtinacy, then any of their Enemies, 
with whom they have hitherto been contending. 

In my opinion the contempt of a crafty —_ is one of the 
greateſt advantages you can give him, and he who Com- 
mands valiant Men, as che Engliſh are, need not be atraid 
to make them ſenſible of danger ; it will rather ſerveto in- 
flame, then abate their natural courage ; Whereas if the 
be taught to {light their Enemy, they will be apt to thinl 
of a Victory without Labour, without dangers ſuch an im- 
magination will teach. them to be careleſs & careleſneſs will 
lay them open to inevitable-ruine and deſtruftion. But you 
muſt not dwell too long on this Subje&,you muſt put them 
in mind, that although the French are politick & powerfull, 
they are yet very far from ge" | -=enagys. yp give 
way, when attacqued by Men of Reſolution, are not 
afraid of dying : (the truth whereof appears by the ſhock . 
and diſappointment they lately recerved before Mons. } 
And atchievemeats againſt them, will be ſo much more 
glorious, by how much they ſeem more difficult and dan- 

rous, | 
your Souldiers how unkindly the Frexth uſed 
fome of their fellows, who had faithfully ſerved them ma» 
ay years, and to whom they ow'd a good part of their fuc- 
cole ; Uſe any Arguments which may heightea their cou- 


rage, 
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rage, or whet revenge, to, a ſharp anda vigorous pro- 
ſecurion ; and always let them know, they are 1n a place 
where they muſt owe their ſafety and ſucceſs, and the ve- 
ry bread they eat, only to the e:tets of their owrr valour, 
and vigilance. 

The ſeaſon for ACt on this year, is now almoſt over, 
however you ſhould not be abfent from your Men oftner, 
or longer then you need, although you have nothing for 
them to do; for vulgar minds are generally buſy, and depra- 
ved, and will rather 3 contriving ill then doing nothing : Tt 
will therefore be an A& worthy your prudence, to exerciſe 
them at convenient times,( above what is ufuall ) in Match- 
es at Leaping, Running, *Wreſtling, Shooting at Marks, 
or any other manly and” innocent ſports, which may ren- 
der them healthy, and hardy, and give them no leifure to 
ſtudy mutinies, or other miſchief. a 2a 

thus by your example, by the triAnefs of 


your Dilct- 
pline, by the veneration you HERE ion; © 7 ths Giro. 
ragement FOR afford the Diffenſes it, An 
or compell your Men to live well and rick , you will 
find when you come to Fight, that" Soutthers: ſo. \velt- Kid 
and provided for, ſo kind 


y uſed, and fo tri Diſtiphn, 
and prudently managed, will enter Trenches, moyat Walls, 
and.Fortifications, cadre ſteadily the Shock of Ejierdies, 
run upon the mouths Catitions, and perform A&vibn$ be- 
coming gallant Men,even ſuch as ſeem to others impoſſible. 


For your own Part. 


As wg have a Superior Commander, you muſt 


be a punCtual Obſerver of Orders, and when you are em- 
ployiton icular- Defigne;-endeavont to per your 

rs in Writing, ſo may you heſt avoid committing 
miſtakes, and belt fecure your ſelf from fathering the 
miſtakes of other Men. In any thing, eſpecially if the haz- 


zard. 
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zard be eminent, never —_— leſs then you are_Com- 
manded, and without avery & ood reaſon, do not attempt 
more, forin ſuch caſe; if it ſucceed well, you ſhall only 
ſhare the Honour, but if ill, you ſhall bear all the blame by 
your ſelf. 

Ina word, whenit depends on your choice, be wary 
in undertaking, ſpeedy WFYcunng your Deligne. Cau- 
tion in Re fl olnrian, and quickneſs in Execution, being the two 
greateſt Charatters of a Wiſe Man. 

Thus my dear Friend I have touched upon ſeveral parti- 
culars, whigh I did not think of, when I tirſt ſet pen to 

paper, and coubt1 polrroer roo much wrongs the limits. of a 


me LO, a0 Sa is Yet if -not all of it, 


eneral Peace, w which 
IS nec wir ou are arming, and ifit can be had on 


reaſonable terms with re nf, ch 
Men ought tp on d pray for _ 
yentureto write you ſomething 


un EH for the preſent is-not comve- 
ne, Thwpeyo wall accept kindly, what is GL! W- 


Tun Edpbfall Friend, PY 
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| id 
Written by an unknownhand 
Whereof many Copies were diſperſed among Wo 


COMMANDERS 


Engliſh the 


Fleet, mn 


b 


YEAR, 1673. , 


Dear Couſin, 


Oing Folurony to.your Fathers Houſe, partly to ſve 
g.* im, but chiefly to learn when he heard | from you, 
what news was lately from the Fleet, he told me you 


were in health, the Fleet near: _ to Sail, 'and - then 

ſhew'd me a Letter he was juſt ſending to you, - wherein 
( among other things ) I found theſe words. ; 
Have a care of your ſelf, be not fool-hardy by wenturing' too 
far into the Fight there are as enough to beat the Dutch with- 
Onf years ; pa Captains enong, inthe Fleet, who will prudently 

ou the way to, keep fartheſt off when danger is nigheſt ; ; 

| CE oa the aſperſion of a Coward as long. af | 

you have good Company : Therefore Iſay again be- wiſely cauti- 

ows,for your death would _ break the heart of my Dangh- 

| rer 


(16) 
fer and bring my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 

I had ſcarce patience to read out ſo much. without tear- 
ing the Letter in a thouſand pieces, and I could not for- 
bear ſuch Language as did but 1 ages with the friendſhip 
betweenus: Ifyou are ( faid I) fo mighty fond of your 
Son, ſend for him home preſently, and let him run no 
other danger, then what he may meet in a London Ta- 
vern, 'or Bawdy-houſe ; when he has a mind to Fight 
let Bowls be his Bullets, and broad Oaths and Curſes his 
Gun-powder : at other . times, let him have nothing 
elſe to do but treat his Wife, or, as the faſhion is, his 
Wench, at the Play-Houſe, Hide-Park, or Spring-Garden. 
As ſoon as I had vented my paſſion and grew calm, I 
ſo far convinced your Father of his fault, that himſelf 
burnt his Letter ; and defired me to write one, more 
faitable to my own inclination. 3% 4 

- Hecording to that {ittle notice T_bave- ther of. Sex-Ht- 
ters, I think our Captains in general ( and you among the 
reſt ) rather need a Spur then a Carb, when you are goin 
to Fight : and Cure quite contrary to the former X 
vice, I will ſet before your eyes, the juſtice and the danger 
that attends a Cowardly-Commander. 50 F , 

7. - He robs: the King and Kitipdom, not oaly -of the 
Money himſelf andre. but likewife 'vf 1b mach as. the 
whole charge of the - with provifions and 'wayes a- 
mounts to, by retidring'the {fame -6f #0 uſe, Juſt whe 
it ſhould do the Kirip Service ';' Ne ethers Al” choke 
gallant Men, which are flain Þy 'the Eherty; and Ioſes 
thoſe Ships which fall into their hantls for Warit of be- 
mg well teconded ; he betrays his own Party © to the 
Enemy, by keeping back the expeCted affiftance, and 
the weakening ofus and the helping of them is all'6ne 
Nay, as it he: had received a bribe to do miſchief. *he 
fires both over and into the Ships of his 'Frietids, '{o 


helping both ways to bring them to ruine he — 


(17) 
in himſelf the CharaQter- of a Traytor. By theſe meatts 
it is our Battles are loſF, or at beſt ſo. ballanced when they 
might have been won, that after a Fight the Enemy ſooner 
than we, are againina condition of FA g the Vittory. 
No common High-way-robber, is {o. great 2 Rogue, 
as that Officer who takes wages, and dares 44 or dogs not 
FightVT oo when thereis an occaſion. 
rgely contributes to the loſs of the Battel ſ> 
he his" {26 ly his ownloſs : For it is obſervable, (Iam 
fure in Land-Fights ) that where one is killd ftandin g ſtifly 
his ground, five are deſtroy'd in the running away ; and I 
am told in your Sea-Fights too, you loſe moſt Men when 
you fight at greateſt diltance'from the Enemy :"But then 
ſides the danger of the ERR the Coward has more 
reaſon to be afraid of his Friends, being likely to. hate 
him the moſt, who before. had iche be am of him; and 


a Gallows may eaſily catch him: may be wall a Hull a 
broad could nor reach, 50 pl E206 PP * 


2 Glories to exexci | Anger 
thazard ; I know. Jorna Le COME 
inwounded from the heat of a1 7 | cs; God 

pr bins makes thoſe. places Fake -> a 


the moſt danger and thoſe Bs dz 4: 4:"þ we think moſt 
ſecure. Thus my dear Couſin you ſee,: a, Coward with a 
Commiſſion, | isneither a good Subject, a Chriſtian, 
ood or wiſe Man in any ſence, but nm ofneceſſi- 

ty a Traytor to the King, a thief to his Country, a Murder- 

er Tet his own Party, and conſequently deteſted of God and 
_ CO therefore ne part, and if or during 
at ons O not Ccozen any rthe Kings expectation, 
left by ſtaying another Battle, you let all the World be 
witneſs of that ſhame which yet may be eaſily hid. You 
may find fair excuſes ED tolay the your — | 


SP , F | 
and the Prince cans Moon enough feake it uj i is "ry 
rer deſerve it, But if you will Ray a and fight reſolve to Fight 


bravely, ſo as you may d ſervice tothe King and gain your 
{elfla ing abaiiibe.” dh oh BUOBLOL 


If there have happened any diſguſt between you andany: 
other Commarwter in the Flee, ihe or r wh ngs r re- 
ceived, or ſyp ed, or becauil e he be n of lefs des 


” rd, and advanced before To: Conlider {or 
4 fraction of the parts,tends fairly to the ruine of the whole; 
and thar your fatety, and ſucceſs,” does chiefly depend on 
your The ks and a _right tes the Kine” If therefore you 


would be _ the King, if you would not. 
be fo 
or at lea op life 


ar Trevi all private quarrels dye; 
In the mean time bro = another, by all manger of 


ck ones ate decided. 


kind-Offices, as often as it lyes in your powers Wt let the-Ene-. * 
my onely feel the ctiAs of your indignation, and ks s | 


of ye rhat. you 
Sg pa v1 mating Toa As, 


Where: eb gran a freely 0: 
thers, but rather ftriveall you canto make 


venturer; Jet'gal ad the Yah, Dp pro 
Victory Shall brit ipupthe Rear, IS ects 
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